 MINUTES OF THE CITY OF CENTER

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

REGULAR MEETING
April 11, 2011
The Center City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 11, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Room of City Hall.  The meeting was open to the public.  Notices were properly posted of the date, place and hour and the news media was notified.  The following members were present:

David Chadwick
 -
Mayor Pro Tem


Jim Forbes

 -
Councilperson



Charlie Byndom
 -
Councilperson


Chuck Lunsford
 -
Councilperson


 

Gretchen McNealy
 -
Councilperson



Charles Rushing
 -
Councilperson



Chad Nehring

 -
City Manager


Barbara Boyd

 -
City Secretary




Grover Russell
 -
City Attorney
Guests signed the register.  

Item I.     Mayor Pro Tem, David Chadwick opened the meeting and welcomed the visitors and media.  
Item II.    Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting on March 28, 2011.  Council Member Jim Forbes made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on March 28, 2011.  Council Member Gretchen McNealy seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Item III.    Consider Discussion and Possible Action on the following:
A. Approve Resolution 2011-7 – In Support of Retaining Investment Tax Credit for High-Cost Natural Gas Production.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated the Chesapeake Energy requested consideration and support of this aspect of their legislative agenda. Mr. Nehring stated the State offers a tax credit for investment in high-cost natural gas production and that most of the Haynesville Shale drilling, producing most of the activity in Shelby County, can potentially benefit from this tax credit program.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-7 In Support of Retaining Investment Tax Credit for High-Cost Natural Gas Production.  Council Member Charles Rushing seconded them motion.  All voted in favor.
B. Approve Ordinance 2011-5 Cancelling Election for Unopposed Positions. City Secretary, Barbara Boyd stated the election for the unopposed positions can be canceled but that the opposed positions will still be on the ballot.  Ms. Boyd stated at the bottom of the ballot, there will be a statement declaring the unopposed positions duly elected.  Council Member Charles Rushing made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-5 Cancelling Election for Unopposed Positions.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
C. Approve Award of Sale – Tax Delinquent Property – Austin Street (Reconsideration).  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated this item was on the prior agenda and the proposed buyer has submitted a request that the Council reconsider.  Mr. Nehring stated that in the request includes a commitment that the buyer would demolish the structure.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve Award of Sale – Tax Delinquent Property – Austin Street.  Council Member Charlie Byndom seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
D. Acceptance of ROW & Approving Quit Claim Deed – Austin St./SSB.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated Shelby Savings Bank representative have approached the City and the CEDC with the possibility of rerouting Austin St. slightly near its intersection with Elliot Street.  Mr. Nehring stated currently, Austin Street dead ends into Elliot Street at two points, roughly 100 feet apart.  Mr. Nehring stated this reroute through property currently owned by Shelby Savings Bank would connect those two intersections.  Mr. Nehring stated moving Austin Street, along the rear of the Shelby Savings Bank building will also allow the bank to increase its proposed expansion plans.  Mr. Nehring stated this item would accept the new Right of Way for the street relocation and allow the Mayor to execute a Quit-claim deed of the current right of way to Shelby Savings Bank.  Council Member Charlie Byndom made a motion to Accept the Right of Way and Approve the Quit Claim Deed for Austin Street/Shelby Savings Bank.  Council Member Charles Rushing seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
E. Consideration of Award of Bids Received for Sale of Former Incinerator.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated staff published and advertised for bids for the sale of the former incinerator building and land, including the air permit still owned by the City.  The item was tabled for discussion during executive session.
F. Request for Utility Easement on City Airport Property Along FM 1656.   City Manager, Chad Nehring stated Mr. Jim Lawson has requested the Council consider an easement to Deep East Texas Electric Coop along a parcel owned by the City as a part of the airport property and adjoining FM 1656.  After much discussion, Council Member Jim Forbes made a motion to table the item to get more information regarding the Right of Way.  Council Member Charles Rushing seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
G. Consideration & Possible Acceptance & Dedication of Private Road.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated Wulf Creek subdivision contains a shared driveway that services many residences as this subdivision has developed.  Mr. Nehring stated construction activities but more so weekly trash services to these residences, have deteriorated the shared drive/private road.  Mr. Nehring stated the property owners have requested Council consider accepting the drive as a city street and while substandard in width, this acceptance would allow the City to at least grade and patch areas damaged by the trash service.  Council Member Jim Forbes made a motion to accept the Private Road as is as a 15’ Width Drive.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
Item V.  Items of Interest from Council, City Manager and Citizens – No Action Items.
A. Iris Allen wishes to Address the Council. (Did Not Attend Meeting)
B. Hard Working Rural Community Award.
C. Volunteer Banquet – April 15, 2011.
D. DETCOG Meeting – Civic Center – April 28, 2011.
E. Oil & Gas Expo – May 17-18, 2011.
F. Business Survey.
Josh Payne, with Hobson Air Conditioning addressed the Council regarding a Renewable Energy Technology Grant for Solar Panels.  Mr. Payne stated that if the City were to receive the grant the City’s portion would be a 20% match. After much discussion, Council was informed staff would proceed with the application, and if awarded, acceptance would require Council approval at a later date.
Item VI.   Executive Session.  
Consider entering executive session for legal consultation with the City Attorney and discussion of pending litigation, personnel matters and land acquisition with possible action related thereto upon reconvening in open session in accordance with Local Government Code Section 551.071, 551.072 and 551.074 
Item VII.  Adjournment


Mayor Pro Tem, David Chadwick adjourned the meeting.

__________________________________








David Chadwick, Mayor Pro Tem
Attest:

_______________________________

Barbara Boyd, City Secretary
