 MINUTES OF THE CITY OF CENTER

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

REGULAR MEETING
April 25, 2011
The Center City Council met in a regular session on Monday, April 25, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Room of City Hall.  The meeting was open to the public.  Notices were properly posted of the date, place and hour and the news media was notified.  The following members were present:

David Chadwick
 -
Mayor Pro Tem


Jim Forbes

 -
Councilperson



Charlie Byndom
 -
Councilperson


Chuck Lunsford
 -
Councilperson


 

Gretchen McNealy
 -
Councilperson



Charles Rushing
 -
Councilperson


Absent


Chad Nehring

 -
City Manager


Barbara Boyd

 -
City Secretary




Grover Russell
 -
City Attorney
Guests signed the register.  

Item I.     Mayor Pro Tem, David Chadwick opened the meeting and welcomed the visitors and media.  
Item II.    Approval of Minutes of the Workshop Session and the Regular Meeting on April 11, 2011.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve the minutes of the Workshop Session and the Regular Meeting on April 11, 2011.  Council Member Gretchen McNealy seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Item III.    Consider Discussion and Possible Action on the following:
A. Approve Parks & Recreation Plan.  Mark Spencer and Hunter Rush of MHS Design presented the draft master plan to address current and future needs within the community for parks, recreation and open space.  The public survey results and recommendations for projects, including the timeline, and the survey results and growth-based needs were explained to the Council.  Mr. Spencer and Mr. Rush stated upon approval, necessary requirements will be achieved to make application for several funding options, when available, for additional park improvement projects.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve Resolution 2011-8 Approving the Parks & Recreation Master Plan.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
B. Authorize TXDoT Statewide Transportation Enhancement Project Engineering Contract – Everitt Griffith & Associates. City Manager, Chad Nehring stated of the two submission, Everitt Griffith & Associates was selected as the most capable proposal for engineering services on this project which includes primarily sidewalks from downtown to the high school/Center Park along Roughrider Drive, along Hurst and Express Drive and a nature/walking trail from the Civic Center to the football field/Center Park.  Mr. Nehring stated this project is roughly $1,100,000 for construction and funded primarily as a TXDoT project.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve TXDoT Statewide Transportation Enchancement Project Engineering Contract – Everitt Griffith & Associates.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
C. Authorize TXDoT Statewide Transportation Enhancement Project Grant Consultants Contract – Gary R. Traylor & Associates.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated this contract is for administrative service on the same project as the prior item and Gary R. Traylor was the only proposal received.  Mr. Nehring stated Mr. Traylor’s staff has managed virtually every grant project for the City for many years, assisted in this project application and is extremely capable and competent to perform this project work.  Council Member Gretchen McNealy made a motion to approve TXDoT Statewide Transportation Enhancement Project Grant Consultants Contract – Gary R. Traylor & Associates.  Council Member Charlie Byndom seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
D. Approve Ordinance 2011-6 – Housing Lot Rehabilitation Program.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated this ordinance will create a program as discussed by the Council at a prior meeting that will enable a property owner to be reimbursed for some costs related to a lot redevelopment project.  Mr. Nehring stated under this program, if the owner demos a house that meets the City’s criteria for “dangerous structures” and constructs a new residential structure in its place, the City will reimburse for the costs of the demolition up to $3,000 per newly constructed unit.  Mr. Nehring stated this is to address some expressed desire to promote reinvestment or redevelopment in some older neighborhoods.  Council Member Jim Forbes made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-6 – Housing Lot Rehabilitation Program.  Council Member seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
E. Approve Ordinance 2011-7 Housing Development Incentive Policy.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated this ordinance adds to the current policy allowing for the reimbursement of some development costs for subdivision housing projects larger than ten lots.  Mr. Nehring stated this addition would allow the developer/builder to be additionally reimbursed for permit and inspection fees as well as waive the fees for water meters and sewer connections.  This benefit would vary based upon the value of the home constructed but generally be in the range of $1,250 per unit.  Mr. Nehring stated this was discussed at a prior meeting to encourage any new housing construction and eliminate competitiveness concerns with developments with less infrastructure costs in unincorporated areas.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-7 Housing Development Incentive Policy.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
F. Approve Ordinance 2011-8 Hotel Development Requirements.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated in prior discussion with Council and with the rapid growth of the hospitality industry, staff has prepared a minor additional requirement for the submission of plans prior to additional construction projects.  Mr. Nehring stated this proposal only requires one additional item – a current feasibility study by the developer and financial institution involved in the project and this will only ensure that all current projects under construction are included in whatever business plan/feasibility study is provided to the financial institution and City prior to issuing a building permit. This requirement is set to expire after five years.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve Ordinance 2011-8 Hotel Development Requirements.  Council Member Gretchen McNealy seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
G. Authorize Architectural Contract – Community House Project.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated staff has worked to develop a scope of services to provide a report and options for upgrades and improvements to the Community House.  Mr. Nehring stated the contract is with Goodwin Lassiter to redesign part of the facility to focus on the historical quality of the building, but still make it energy efficient and cost effective to operate as a rental location.  Council Member Gretchen McNealy made a motion to authorize Architectural Contract – Community House Project with Goodwin Lassiter.  Council Member Charlie Byndom seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
H. Consideration of Award for Bids Received for Sale of Former Incinerator.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated the City advertised and received one proposal to purchase the former incinerator.  Mr. Nehring stated since the County is a part owner, any award would be contingent on County review and approval.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to award bid of $120,000 for Sale of Former Incinerator.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
I.  Request for Utility Easement on City Airport Property Along FM 1656.  City Manager, Chad Nehring stated the need for the easement is for a project development that will be a 15-25 employer business development and approximately 18,000 square feet of manufacturing space.  Council Member Chuck Lunsford made a motion to approve the Request for Utility Easement on City Airport Property Along FM 1656.  Council Member Jim Forbes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
Item V.  Items of Interest from Council, City Manager and Citizens – No Action Items.
A. Beta Club Request to Adopt Foster Street.  Council agreed to the request.
B. Designation of Audit Committee.  Council Appointed Charles Rushing to the Audit Committee.
C. John D. Windham Civic Center Birthday Celebration.
Item VI.   Executive Session.  
Consider entering executive session for legal consultation with the City Attorney and discussion of pending litigation, personnel matters and land acquisition with possible action related thereto upon reconvening in open session in accordance with Local Government Code Section 551.071, 551.072 and 551.074 
Item VII.  Adjournment


Mayor Pro Tem, David Chadwick adjourned the meeting.

__________________________________








David Chadwick, Mayor Pro Tem
Attest:

_______________________________

Barbara Boyd, City Secretary
